
AGENDA
Rookery South ERF - Community Liaison Panel 

Monday January 17th 2021 
(via Teams)

• Introductions/Group ground rules/Apologies
(5 mins – BF)

• Approval of notes from previous CLP Meeting
(5 mins - BF)

• Matters arising from last meeting (15 mins - BF)
• General Manager Update: (15 mins – NG)
• Plant Manager Update: (15 mins – RG)
• Information Boards (10 mins – JIH)
• Questions Received (10 mins - NG)
• Millbrook Power update (10 mins)
• Regulator and Local Authority Feedback

- Environment Agency
- Planning

• Questions (10 mins)
• AOB (5 mins)
• Date & Items for next meeting  (25th April?) 



Rookery South ERF – Community Liaison Panel – 17th January 2021
General Manager’s Update

Waste Suppliers in Commercial Operation
• Veolia Municipal Contracts (Central Beds, 

BBC, Hertfordshire, Norfolk)
• Veolia Commercial & Industrial waste
• F & R Cawley (Luton)
• Geminor
Waste source locations (approx)
• Beds, NE Herts, E Bucks, S Northants – 45%
• Norfolk – 30%
• Elsewhere – 25%

Community Programmes
• Community Trust Fund (2022 funding now open to 

applications) 
• Marston Vale Trust contribution (£320k – funded)
• Community Energy Initiative – c. £100/registered household 

(Q2/2022)
• Upgrade Footpaths/Cycle routes in North part of pit 

(Q1/2022)

NOVEMBER DECEMBER JANUARY
(EXPECTED)

WASTE 
(tonnes)

41,650 41,600 45,000

POWER 
(MWh)

23,700 29,300 36,700

Other Activities
• Visitor Centre contract approved
• District heating project: Vital Energi engaged
• Local suppliers initiative
• Christmas donations

Since August:
• 32,500 tonnes of Bottom Ash
• 4,400 tonnes of Air Pollution Control Residues
transported from Rookery site 



Rookery South ERF – Community Liaison Panel – 17th January 2021
Plant Manager’s Update

Takeover

• At 0245 on Sunday the 16th the final test (the Trial Operating Period) was completed marking the end of the construction and commissioning
phase.

• The test requires validation by the Owners Engineer before the Take Over Certificate can be issued (expected to be complete 19th / 20th

January).

• Once the Take Over Certificate has been issued then Covanta will contact the EA and confirm receipt of the facility into commercial 
operations and the Project Team will notify the Planning Department.

• The Take Over Certificate will be backdated but from the time of issue Covanta will assume responsibility for plant operations at Rookery 
South ERF. HZI will continue to provide support and to complete snagging works.

• Immediately following the issue of the Take Over Certificate the Operator (Covanta) will start the Availability Test. This is a long term test to 
demonstrate the operational availability of the plant, including the required maintenance periods, and will last for 12 months.

• Within five and a half months of Take Over the plant will be required to complete the Performance Test. In this test the Operator will run the 
plant to demonstrate that the Contractor (HZI) have delivered a facility which meets the guaranteed performance level stated in the contract.



Emissions Data Reporting

November 2021 WID Report - NB. This report covers works and emissions which relate to the commissioning phase of the Rookery South ERF

https://4944195.fs1.hubspotusercontent-na1.net/hubfs/4944195/Covanta_December2019/Emissions/Rookery%20CEMs%20report%20-%20November%202021%20-%20Commissioning%20phase%20report.pdf


Rookery South ERF – Community Liaison Panel – 17th January 2021
Plant Manager’s Update

Plume Effects

• On the 5th January the EA received a report
from a Member of the Public concerning ‘black
smoke’ from the flue at Rookery ‘starting at
1530’.

• A check of the emissions equipment, the plant 
control system and the site CCTV (as well as 
direct observation by Rookery staff) concluded 
that this was a visual effect and not the results 
of emission control / malfunction.

• The visible plume at the stack is composed of 
water vapour but is subject to visual impact 
(and change of visual impact) depending on 
weather conditions and lighting in the same 
way as clouds.

• Refraction, Reflection, Backlighting and 
Underlighting are all capable of inducing 
colour change.



Rookery South ERF – Community Liaison Panel – 17th January 2021
Plant Manager’s Update



Rookery South Truck Identification

Residual Waste bulk haulage IBA Truck () ; APCR tanker  ()

Council RCVs ()

Disab / wet waste ()



Information Boards 1



Did you know?
The ERF operates continuously 24 
hours per day, 7 days per week burning 
household waste collected direct from 
Bedford Borough Central Bedfordshire 
and from further afield.

Rookery 
South ERF

Did you know?
The emissions from the stack comprise a large 
proportion of water (natural moisture from the 
waste) driven off as steam.  When the outside air 
temperature is cold, as in winter, the steam will 
condense into water vapour and appears as a white 
plume.  The exit temperature of the plume is 140 oC

• The main building houses the boiler 
and is approx. 40m high

• The freestanding stack is 105m high 
and consists of 3 double walled, self-
supporting chimneys, arranged as a 
triangle. The chimneys are placed 
with an axis distance of 4m and are 
structurally connected to each other. 

The ERF uses waste as fuel to 
generate over 60 megawatts of low 
carbon energy – enough electricity 
to power more than 112,500 
homes. 

 

Vehicle Identification

Refuse Collection
truck (RCV)

Ash
Tanker

Bulk 
Haulage

truck



Millbrook Power  1– Open Cycle Gas Turbine

Spalding OCGT

299 MW Open Cycle Gas Turbine Power Station
• Within Rookery South Pit
• Electricity Connection off Station Lane
• Gas Connection off Houghton Lane
• Limited to average of 1500 hrs per year fired operation
Construction Period 2.5 Years
Operation Period 25 Years
• Limited operational staff



Millbrook Power 2 - Construction

• Enabling Works
• Ground works in pit – Q2 2022

• Substation Construction
• Q2’22 – Q2’24

• Gas Connection
• Q2/Q3’23

• Underground gas pipe and electricity cable
• Q2-Q4’23

• Main Power Plant
• Q4’22 – Q3’24



Questions from CLP ahead of meeting 1
17th January 2022

The North London Waste Authority (NWLA) response to All-Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) Report on Waste 
Incineration notes that the Report concludes that NOx levels are too high in other facilities, and that the NLWA facility 
will have a lower limit than any other operational UK facility...Does this include Rookery South?
RSL:  Yes, Rookery South has a higher NOx limit than the NLWA facility due to it being located in a less built-up area

There is no reference by NWLA to the PHE report  which states “modern and well-regulated incinerators are likely to 
have a very small, or even undetectable, impact on people living nearby.”  When did Imperial College carry out 
these reviews?  Did these reviews include Rookery South in the phrase "modern and well-regulated 
incinerators"?

RSL: The reports were published in November 2018 and May 2019.  Rookery South is not included as it had not been 
built at the time.  



Questions from CLP ahead of meeting 2 
17th January 2022

At the meeting with the APPG on Air Pollution in September 2021 it was acknowledged by industry and scientific 
experts that the Edmonton Energy Recovery Facility will have better pollution controls than any other UK facility. It was 
suggested that the NWLA is a benchmark for others to follow, and that 19 (now 20) facilities have been consented 
since 2017, and none will have the full range of high-tech environmental controls as Edmonton.  As a result of the 
emissions controls and the high altitude of release at Edmonton, the contribution of the Energy Recovery Facility at 
ground level, where people breathe, is very small.  For the majority of the year its contribution is close to zero, and for 
only a few hours in a year would the levels be measurable where they would be less than 2% of the relevant air quality 
standard.
Does the phrase "none will have the full-range of high-tech environmental controls“, include Rookery South?
RSL:  Rookery South has the full-range of environmental control equipment necessary to meet the conditions of its 
Permit to operate.  The equipment used is listed in the Permit. 

Does Rookery South meet this standard "for only a few hours in a year would the levels be measurable where 
they would be less than 2% of the relevant air quality standard."?
RSL: Air quality is dependent upon all location (e.g. urban/rural); therefore those applicable to Edmonton are not 
relevant to Rookery



Questions from CLP ahead of meeting 3 
17th January 2022

Question – What was the nature of the tanker was seen entering the site on 28/12/21? 
RSL: This would have been a Lomas Distribution powder tanker, arriving at the site empty to be loaded with Air 
Pollution Control Residues (APCr) to be transported to Veolia’s treatment facility at Walsall.

Question: - is RSL intending to leave the Heras fencing at the entrance there until the hedge has grown or will 
a permanent (and attractive?) fence be put up?
RSL: The Heras fencing will be removed imminently (if not already).  There are no plans to erect other fencing in its 
place.

What was the nature of the empty open haulage vehicle entering the site on 31/12/21 c.11:45?.
RSL: Most likely the vehicle would have been there to remove surplus materials, as part of the final tidying up of the 
construction site

There is a lot of rubbish on the land immediately west of the level crossing.  It would be a good PR exercise for 
Covanta to clear this up, although noted that it is not from the waste vehicles as Stewartby village always seems very 
tidy and clear of litter.
RSL: The area of land in question is not owned by RSL and is not our responsibility.  However, the recently launched 
RSL Community Trust Fund is designed to support local organisations looking to improve the surrounding environment, 
and a clean-up initiative of this type would fit well with the selection criteria.  
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